and evidence  adduced  by  MSHA

Jeffrey A.   Lucas  testified   that  he  is  employed by   the Austin Powder
Company as a licensed blaster   for  approximately  a  year  and a half,   and
that prior to  that   time he worked  as  a  laborer helping  on  shots   and
loading trucks.     He was   licensed by   the  State  of  Pennsylvania  at   the
time of the shot  in question on  July  31,   1981,   and he  gained  his   experience
as a blaster while working part   time with Austin  Powder while he was
in school.    He stated that he was   faimilar with Doan  Coal  Company's
strip mining operation,   and  he  confirmed  that  he went  to   the mine  site
on July 30,  1981,   for a  "shot",   and he did  so  after being  requested   to  go
there by Doan Coal.      He  stated   that   the  mine   site  is   some   20   to   25  miles
from his office,   and   that   prior   to   the  shot   In  question  he  had  been  at
the Doal strip mine  four  or   five   times  a week with other  blasters.     During
1981, he spent  50% of his  work  time  at   the Doan  strip mine performing
blasting,   and  that   he usually-spends   from  two   to   five  hours   a  day   there,
or as long as it  takes   to  get   the  job  done   (Tr.   23-26).

Mr.  Lucas  stated  that when  he  goes   to   the Doan  strip  mine he
does so in response  to   a  specific   telephone  or other  request  from Doan.
He has a two or  three man  crew who  assists  him during  the blasting
operation,  and he  is   in  charge  of  his   crew.     He  gives   them their work
assignments,   and depending on   the  job,   two  or   three  vehicles  are   taken
along with the crew.     The  vehicles  are driven off  mine  property at   the
end of  the day  and  are not  left   there.      He  explained   that   the   first   thing
he does when he  arrives  at  the mine  site  is   to  locate  the  shot  area  so
as to determine whether  the  drilling has  been  completed.     The  site of   the
shot is  given  to him by  Doan  Coal,   and  his   job   is   to   load''and  shoot "the
shot.    This entails   the wiring of   the  shot,   and one  of  his  drivers will
notify Doan Coal's  employees  where   the   shot,   will   be   fired,   and   this   is
usually done approximately  ten minutes before   the  shot   is  fired  so   that
everything is shut  down   (Tr.   26-29).

Mr.  Lucas  stated  that blasting signs  are  posted   Ircoming  into"   the
Doan property,  but  not  at   every  shot blasting area.     After  the shot   Is
wired and the circuits   tested,   all mine machinery   is   shut  down,   and  it
is the usual practice for one  of his   truck drivers   to  sound a  signal.
The usual procedure  calls  for  him  to   tell   the  driver   to  sound  a  signal,
and he does so by means  of an  air horn.     At   the   time  of   the  shot   in
question,   the signal  used was   three  20-second blasts   immediately prior
to the shot.     The siren would  be sounding  tor  at   least  a minute  prior
to the blast,  but prior  to  that   signal,   no  horns would be  sounded.     He
believed this was  enough  time   for  anyone  to  get  out  of  the area  because
the area is actually  cleared before   these  signals  are given.     He  explained
that it was his  responsibility  to   clear  the blasting area,   and he  indicated
that he did so by notifying  everyone   initially by   radio  and visually.
The radio notification  is  usually  given  10  to  15  minutes  before   the  actual
detonation,  and everyone  at   the mine who  has a  radio   is  on  the  same   frequency
Those not in radio  contact  are notified  personally   (Tr.   29-33).     However,
he acknowledged  that  prior to   a  shot he  does not   actually ascertain what
every employee on mine  property  happens   to  be  doing before he  notifies
them all individually by  telephone,   but   that  a  call   is made   to   the mine
superintendent's office   (Tr.   26).
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